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Lester Group AchIres
Madlson Lumber Firm

George w. Lester 11,
President of The Lester Group,
Inc., announced today that his
company had agreed, in
pfincipal, to acquire the assets
and’ business of The Jim
“(;arpente'_r Co., Inc., Madison,

A,

Jlm Carpenter Co., Ine., w1ll

contintie to_operate under its’

present name as a division of
Lester. Home Centers, a
member: of . The Lester Group,
Ine. Lester Home Centers are
headquartered-in Martinsville
with: buﬂiier and consumer

—— e ——

(mem‘ed home center. operatmns -
: there and in North Carolma

Jim Carpenter’ "Co. will
continue to serve its present
trade area consisting of the
northern; Shenandoah : Valley
and adjoining portions of West

~ Virginia and Maryland. The

company has been in operation
for more than 15 years, offering
a domplete line of lumber: and
building materials- for
residentisit c’onstructmn, home
improvemant and" for
commercialand farm
cnnstructwn needs

;. Lestep@hated that The L Lester

. Group, in business since: 1696; is

-looking forward te-its
association with. the fine
personnel of Jim:Carpenter Co.
and becoming a' part of the
business commiunity in Madison’
and adjoining counties. He also

' said his company-planned no

immediate change in operatmns
or products. ‘
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BUI|d|ng S’upplier lplans_ |
major expansion

‘Most people know that Jim éar,—'-

penter Lumber Company:is one of
the ilargest "building supply
. businesses in the area. What sur-
prises many is the fact that the retail
establishment is -also one of the.’
. county’s largest employers, |
Forty-five people work: for Jim
Carpenter, a firm which’ started Asa.
sawmill in 1955 and last; year grossed-
$7 million m sales of bu:ldmg
materials i
Charlotte Hoffman who was’
"recently made Assistant Store .
Manager, began working there 19
. years ago. She considers herself

* lucky to be employed in the county. -

““1 drove to Culpeper for two years to
work at the Highway Department,
but I didn’t like being away from
home,” Hoffman said.
.~ She has seen the busmess grow
. dramatically.

James P, Carpenter was more or
- less forced into the building supply-
business according to  Hoffman..
“His first love was the.sawmill. But .
he kept getting 5o many requests for
. building supplies that he had to start .
stocking them,”’ she noted. :

Carpenter _sold the company'? in -

1974 to the Lester Group which is
_ headquartered in Martinsville,
The original retail store had three
. rooms, Now the facility has a 4,000-
square-foot buﬂdmg and is planmng
a major expansion.

The é'n'agemsnrt' a

'Carpenter Lumbe Companv includes
Assistant Store Manager -Charlotte  Hoffman,

Manager Sonny Miller says the

“addition will add 12,500 square feet--
"increasing the retail floor space by

.50 percent and adding warehouse -

storage on the lot. :
Lumber  and other bu1ld1ng e
materials which: are now stacked in
the yard will be under roof when the =
expansmn s completed by early .-
summer. ‘‘We should be able to cut:'-
" the waiting time of our customers -

picking up building materials by

half,” Miller explained. ‘“We will
~ also be able to keep the materials in

- better condition.”

‘The expansion will also enable
Jim Carpenter Company to begin.

~ manufactuiring . window__units. in -

addition to the door ynifs it currently

* produces.

Jim - -Carpenter Company has. .

: gradually been increasing “its in-
.ventory. Last fall, the firm began

stocking mdustmal and commercial |

- ‘hardware -.and : industrial cleaning

supplies. Jim Carpenter also offerga
compiete line of steel buildings~the
only, building supply business in'the .
- cotintry that offers a steel building. -
package accordmg toSenny Miller. |
Employees are optomistic about-
1985, Hoffman says. -business bet-;

__ tomed out in 1981-82 but is good now
“ and should be even bétter during the

upcoming building season.

‘““Some contractors hav;.é )

_scheduled from 20 to 40 houses fo -,
birild in 1985, Hoffman said.

Larry Harris,

‘Assistant Manager of Contracted Services (left) and Sonny Miller,

' manager Irlgh‘tl
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